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In this book entitled Thoracic Surgery Before the 20th Century, Dr. Lew A.
Hochberg has pictured the development of this art during its hundreds of
formative years. In most instances, the author has gone to original refer-
ences and translations for the material to fill this volume of 858 pages. The
reader is brought chronologically through the 18th century in the first 186
pages, the remainder of the book being devoted chiefly to the 19th century in
a subject-oriented pattern. An extensive bibliography is included.
Although virtually complete and certainly authoritative, the physical
make-up of this book makes neither for smooth reading nor ready reference
in review. The multiplicity of direct quotations-many of them merely case
reports and descriptions of individual, but not particularly contributory,
operative techniques-makes it difficult for the reader to retain the central
theme of the author, and many times the Gestalt is lost. The intervening
narrative is, for the most part, interesting, but its worth is frequently lost by
fragmentation. The intriguing story of Dr. John B. Murphy beginning on
page 392 is the best of these bridges, and its three-page length qualifies it as
the longest bit of narrative, unbroken by quotation, found in the book. More
such glimpses through the partly open door would have been welcome.
An especially valuable section is entitled "Non-surgical Contributions to
the Advancement of Thoracic Surgery." Such related topics as antisepsis,
anesthesia, and x-ray are discussed, together with pertinent historical facets
of each. Of especial interest was the reproduction of the "first x-ray taken
by Roentgen." This print of a hand in the positive is crude indeed by pres-
ent day standards, but it taxes the imagination only slightly to realize what
an important addition to the physicians' armamentarium this was to become.
One interesting aspect of the direct quotations is the insight provided
thereby into the medical thinking of the times, especially as related to judg-
ments of the future based on knowledge of the present. Representative out-
looks of the 1890's are expressed by Milton, an obscure English surgeon
working in Cairo, Egypt, and by Billroth, "one of the most progressive and
enlightened pillars of surgery of his day." The former, with rare vision and
astute judgment based on his own experimental work and the works of
others, believed that "extirpation of the whole lung may some time or other
be classed amongst established operations," and, apropos of heart surgery,
that "it requires no great stretch of fancy to imagine the possibility of plastic
operations in some of its valvular lesions." The latter, in a far less hopeful
vein, wrote that "The surgeon who would attempt suture of a wound of the
heart should lose the respect of his colleagues." Sir Stephen Paget went so
far as to say, in 1896, that "Surgery of the heart has probably reached the
limits set by nature." This only serves to illustrate the fact, implied in sev-
eral instances in the book, that the important contributions of obscure men
may easily escape from view, whereas errors in judgment or prophecy of
more prominent persons are not infrequently overlooked.
A book of this type contains many facts and much interesting informa-
tion and speculation. It is of virtually encyclopedic breadth. I take issue
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only with Dr. Hochberg's method of presentation, which the reader may find
tiring.
JAMES B. D. MARK
GLAUCOMA, Transactions of the Fourth Conference. Newell, Ed. New
York, Josiah Macy, Jr., Foundation, 1960. 257 pp. $8.00.
This is a lively presentation of material which is a must for those working
in research on glaucoma. It presents a picture of the frontier of the work by
the pioneers who are exploring it. Attention is drawn to the difficulties of
fixation of eyes, the variations in interpretation of normal eyes, and how a
decision is reached as to what is normal and what is artefact. Against this
background, the pathology of the human glaucomatous eye is discussed.
The main feature of this conference is that a new approach to the etiology
of glaucoma seems to be evolving, based on research work done by Smelser
and Pappas. The implications of this work were really not discussed as the
concept of a ciliary epithelium which functions for absorption as well as
secretion of aqueous is new, even to conference members.
The reviewer finds the give and take of the conference excellent for calling
attention to important aspects of the discussion and differences of opinion, as
the material is presented. There is relatively little time wasted on semantics,
and digressions from the subject are relatively infrequent and of only brief
duration.
The pictures alone show the tremendous advances made, in both light and
electron microscopy, in the last decade or so, in the study of the ciliary body
and trabeculum. The captions under many of the illustrations contain terms
which show that an entirely new nomenclature has had to be developed to
describe what is found by these new and improved methods.
The technical nature of the material presented makes this book of limited
interest to the clinical ophthalmologist, as there is nothing in it to help him
decide how to handle this or that particular case. It is, however, a relatively
easy to read presentation of research data for those who are trying to keep
abreast of the changing picture of glaucoma.
LOUISE G. LOVEKIN
THE NEUROCHEMISTRY OF NUCLEOTIDES AND AMINO ACIDs. Roscoe D.
Brady and Donald B. Tower, Eds. New York, John Wiley and Sons, 1960.
xii, pp. $10.00.
This book results from a symposium sponsored by the National Institute of
Neurological Diseases and Blindness and held in Philadelphia in April of
1958. The book was published in the summer of 1960. In the field of neuro-
chemistry which has experienced a rapid upsurge of activity in recent years,
this two-year delay relegates the "new information" contained in this mono-
graph to ancient history: the chief value of the book essentially lies in
reviews on the neurochemistry of nucleotides and amino acids. To this end
the book admirably achieves its purpose, especially with respect to the dis-
cussion on the biochemistry of the nucleotides. Most of the discussants on
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